Believe- Discover - Aspire
Our vision is ‘We believe in building each other up, in discovering the potential of our world and in ourselves; we aspire to be the best that we can be, through God.’
We have recently changed where our vision is rooted. It is now aligned with Galatians 5:22-23


	Curriculum area
	English - Writing



	Intent: summary

	At Stalbridge C of E Primary School, it is our intent to provide pupils with a high-quality education in English that will teach pupils to speak, read and write fluently so that they can communicate their ideas and emotions to others effectively, regardless of background, need, or starting point.

All children from reception to Year 6 are provided with many opportunities to develop and apply their writing skills across our inclusive curriculum. We encourage resilience and a stamina for writing by giving children inspiring stimuli and opportunities to write for a purpose. Time for thinking and planning will always be given so that children can write to the best of their ability with support if needed. Their opportunities and progress can be seen in their Big Write books (from Year 1 upwards) which progress with them throughout the school and allow children to reflect on their achievements. 

With regards to Writing, we intend for all pupils to be able to plan, draft, revise edit and publish their writing. To be able to do this effectively, pupils will focus on developing effective transcription and effective composition. They will also develop an awareness of the audience, purpose and context, and an increasingly wide knowledge of vocabulary and grammar. We believe that vocabulary is vital and a priority in our school. We continually provide opportunities to discover and share vocabulary. We also intend for pupils to leave school being able to use fluent, legible and speedy handwriting through our inclusive values.

When teaching Spelling, teachers will show pupils how to understand the relationships between words, how to understand nuances in meaning, and how to develop their understanding of, and ability to use, figurative language. They will also teach pupils how to work out and clarify the meanings of unknown words and words with more than one meaning. Pupils will be taught to control their speaking and writing consciously and to use Standard English.

Finally, our intent is that all pupils continually make links and connections to English and writing in every area of our curriculum. Expectations for good SPaG and handwriting skills will remain consistently high in every subject. 









 
 

	Implementation:

	Early Years Writing – Children are encouraged to write from a very early age and within Continuous Provision, there are many opportunities for children to mark make in specifically designed writing areas. Transcription is recognised as being a fundamental skill and is practised in Reception to ensure fluency is achieved by the end of year 1.  Writing is celebrated and in Reception, children spend more time experiencing writing as a teacher led activity.  

Planning for Writing- Our school plans writing linked to quality texts and class topics. We also follow a progression plan of genres for each class. Opportunities for children to apply their writing are planned and links to the wider curriculum are made when doing this. Writing is assessed at appropriate times when key skills can be applied in a meaningful way and next steps identified by the teacher and also through self and peer assessment. We assess using the TAF and national curriculum objectives at the end of each term. Children will have at least 3 pieces of work to assess using the key statements which includes a piece of cross-curricular writing. 

Our long-term plans show the structured progression of English skills linked to genres and outcomes. This allows for in-depth understanding of the books read, each class teacher plans a well-structured, half termly plan around one class book. These books have been carefully selected with the support of outside agencies to ensure a range of high-quality literature from a range of authors which include classic texts alongside more recent stories. These stories are also the starting point for non-fiction writing and poetry works. This enables children to read and write independently for a variety audiences and purposes. It also supports writing across the curriculum as skills and genres taught are transferrable to other subjects.

Handwriting - Letter formation is taught through phonics and literacy lessons across the school.  KS1 have a handwriting session to support the fluency of handwriting.  Handwriting intervention is used for individual children. Our focus is on developing spelling and fluent handwriting to build up accuracy and speed.

Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar – SPAG is an essential part of writing and the knowledge of spelling, punctuation and grammar helps children to properly arrange words in sentences and add correct punctuation. This allows children to communicate effectively with others. This lifelong skill is taught progressively within each year group and children are given the opportunities to show their learning of skills taught through daily and weekly writing activities. Pupils from Year R-2 are taught phonics using the Read Write Inc programme where key spelling rules and patterns are explored using effective strategies. Y3-6 use No Nonsense Spelling 3x a week to aid spelling. Some children remain on the RWI programme beyond Year 2, to ensure they have a comprehensive and inclusive pathway to gaining confidence in spellings. Children are given weekly spellings from Y1 upwards, to take home, of statutory words and words that link with their teaching that week. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Cross Curricular writing- the children are given opportunities to publish a piece of cross curricular writing each half term where the expectations are at the same standard as any piece of literacy writing. 

Inclusion- In our school, children who are identified as needing to close the gaps in areas of their writing are supported in many ways, through adult support, guided writing sessions and post teach strategies. We set high expectations for all our learners and encourage them to challenge themselves using the differentiated success criteria. Pride in work and handwriting is also another core value here at Stalbridge Primary School and children are highly supported, individually, through their journey of learning to write.




	Impact:

	Cross curricular writing is firmly embedded across our School. We strongly believe that writing should be relevant, inclusive and have a purpose in order for our learners to use and apply their skills demonstrating a pride in their work. Clear learning objectives and success criteria enable all learners to understand expectations and take an active role in their learning by assessing themselves. Teachers carry out a "deep" mark on 3 pieces each half term on extended pieces of independent writing. Children then review their feedback immediately after and seek to make improvements which they then carry forward into their next piece of writing.





	Things to do: (RAG rated)


	Moderation amongst local cluster schools with an inclusion focus
Case study of SEND and PP children
Audit and review class reading books across the school
	




