

Believe- Discover - Aspire
Our vision is ‘We believe in building each other up, in discovering the potential of our world and in ourselves; we aspire to be the best that we can be, through God.’ We have recently changed where our vision is rooted. It is now aligned with Galatians 5:22-23.
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	Religious Education (RE) 2026 - 2027



	Intent: summary

	Our vision underpins all that we do at Stalbridge Church of England Primary School.
Through Religious Education (RE), we seek to build each other up in faith, wisdom, and understanding. We encourage every child to recognise their God-given potential and to live out the fruits of the Spirit in their learning and relationships.
RE at Stalbridge Church of England Primary School nurtures pupils’ curiosity about the world, helps them understand diverse beliefs and values, and equips them to live well together with compassion, respect, and hope.
The intent of our Religious Education curriculum is to enable pupils to:
1. Know about and understand Christianity as a living faith that influences the lives of people worldwide and shapes our school’s values and community.
2. Learn about and from other religions and worldviews, appreciating the diversity of belief and practice locally, nationally, and globally.
3. Engage thoughtfully with big questions about meaning, purpose, and truth, developing skills of enquiry, analysis, and reflection.
4. Reflect personally and spiritually, expressing their own beliefs and values respectfully.
5. Develop the fruits of the Spirit — love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control — in how they think, speak, and act.
Our RE curriculum supports pupils in becoming compassionate, thoughtful, and informed individuals who are confident in their own beliefs while showing respect for the beliefs of others.
Inclusion and Equality
At Stalbridge Church of England Primary School, Religious Education is inclusive, invitational, and inspiring for all pupils, regardless of background, ability, or belief.
We ensure that:
· RE is accessible to every child, including those with SEND and EAL, through adaptive teaching, scaffolded questioning, and varied opportunities for expression.
· Pupils learn about a wide range of faiths and worldviews, reflecting the diversity of modern Britain and our local community.
· Every child’s voice and viewpoint are heard, valued, and respected, promoting open dialogue and empathy.
· RE promotes British Values of tolerance, respect, and democracy, underpinned by the Christian understanding that all are created in the image of God.
“The school’s curriculum is designed to give all learners, particularly the most disadvantaged and those with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND), the knowledge and cultural capital they need to succeed in life.”
— Ofsted Education Inspection Framework, 2023
This approach reflects the SIAMS expectation that:
“An inclusive and invitational RE curriculum enables all pupils, of all faiths and none, to engage in religious and theological enquiry.”
— SIAMS Framework, 2023

	Implementation:

	Curriculum Design
Our RE curriculum follows the Dorset Local Agreed Syllabus and is enriched through the Understanding Christianity resources and The Emmanuel Project.
It is carefully sequenced to ensure pupils progressively deepen their understanding of key concepts such as creation, salvation, incarnation, and belonging.
The curriculum is structured around three key disciplines:
· Theological – understanding what people believe and where these beliefs come from.
· Philosophical – exploring questions of truth, meaning, and ethics.
· Human/Social – examining how beliefs are lived out in practice and community.
Pupils engage through:
· Enquiry-based learning, discussion, and reflection.
· Creative approaches, including drama, art, and storytelling.
· Visits and visitors from different faith communities.
· Cross-curricular links with PSHE, history, geography, and collective worship.
This design ensures pupils build secure knowledge and develop the skills to evaluate and respond to diverse perspectives with respect and understanding.
Spiritual, Moral, Social, and Cultural Development
RE at Stalbridge Church of England Primary School plays a vital role in promoting pupils’ spiritual, moral, social, and cultural (SMSC) development by helping them to:
· Reflect on their own beliefs and values in the light of the Christian faith and other worldviews.
· Develop empathy, respect, and moral integrity through discussion of moral and ethical issues.
· Understand the role of religion in shaping cultures, communities, and identities.
Recognise the fruits of the Spirit in action — love, kindness, and self-control — within themselves and others.

	Impact:

	Impact is measured through:
· Pupil discussions and reflective writing.
· Observation of engagement and curiosity in lessons.
· Evidence of knowledge progression across units and year groups.
· The lived expression of the school’s Christian vision in daily life and relationships.
Summary
Religious Education at Stalbridge Church of England Primary School is a core expression of our Christian vision:
“We believe in building each other up, in discovering the potential of our world and in ourselves; we aspire to be the best that we can be, through God.”
Through RE, pupils learn to live out the fruits of the Spirit — love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control — growing in knowledge, faith, and understanding.
RE inspires children to think deeply, love generously, and live wisely, fulfilling our mission to help every child flourish and achieve their God-given potential.
Aims from the Dorset County Council Locally agreed syllabus
· To enable pupils to acquire a knowledge and understanding of Christianity as a living faith, together with other major world religions and non-religious worldviews.  
· To engage with challenging questions of meaning and purpose raised by human existence, belief, and value.  
· To develop pupils’ ability to make reasoned and informed responses to religious, philosophical, and ethical issues.  
· To contribute to pupils’ own spiritual development and to enable them to flourish in a plural society.  
Time Allocation / Curriculum Time
· The syllabus recommends a minimum time allocation (for maintained schools) of approximately 36 hours per year in Key Stage 1 and 45 hours per year in Key Stage 2.  
Inclusion & Accessibility
· The syllabus states that RE should be inclusive and accessible to all learners, including those with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND).  
· It emphasises that schools should personalise learning, adapt resources, and use varied approaches so that all pupils can engage with and reflect on religion and worldviews.  
Legal & Policy Context
· The syllabus is provided under the statutory requirement for maintained schools to follow a locally agreed syllabus.  
· It acknowledges that while Christianity should feature significantly (reflecting the fact that the religious traditions of Great Britain are mainly Christian), the teaching must also give due weight to other principal religions and non-religious worldviews.  

	Things to do: 

· Ensure a wide range of religions are being taught
· Meet with link governor termly to share good practise
· Ensure planning is high quality, adaptive and inclusive to all learners
· Run a staff meeting to share good practise and local and national updates
· Ensure lessons are inclusive for all learners.

	






